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I also pledge to work tirelessly to enact a 

natural disaster insurance program that pro-
vides for all-perils insurance coverage. There 
is no reasonable way to distinguish the wind 
damage from the water damage from a major 
hurricane. The worst destruction almost al-
ways results from the combination of the 
two. The division of wind and flood coverage 
guarantees that legal disputes will consume 
millions and millions of dollars for engineer-
ing reports and legal fees instead of going to 
pay damage claims. 

I cannot support plans to provide federal 
reinsurance for the current system that al-
lows insurance companies to shift their li-
abilities to taxpayers and property owners. 
Any effort to provide a federal reinsurance 
backstop for insurance losses must insist on 
elimination of the exclusions and gaps in 
property coverage. Homeowners need to be 
able to purchase insurance and know that 
disaster damage will be covered. 

Finally, I will continue to urge the leader-
ship and my colleagues in Congress to under-
take detailed hearings and investigations of 
insurance industry practices. Please know 
that the actions of your company have 
helped make the case that Congress and the 
federal government must move to regulate 
and investigate your industry in order to 
protect consumers and taxpayers. 

Sincerely, 
GENE TAYLOR, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair must remind Members to direct 
remarks in debate to the Chair, not to 
others in the second person. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. HULSHOF) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. HULSHOF addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MACK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MACK addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maine (Mr. ALLEN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. ALLEN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the 
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

b 1715 

THE ISSUES AFFECTING AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the minority leader. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank you for the opportunity, and I 
would like to thank Leader PELOSI and 
STENY HOYER, JIM CLYBURN and also 
JOHN LARSON, our Vice Chair, the lead-
ers of our caucus, for the opportunity 
to come down here and speak to other 
Members of this body about the issues 
of the day. 

Day in and day out, as we continue to 
have debates here on the floor of the 
House of Representatives, one of the 
main topics here and back in our dis-
tricts is the issue of the war in Iraq, 
the issue of the standing, on the stat-
ure of the United States of America 
and the opinion of those around the 
world of us, and the need for us to build 
coalitions across the globe in order to 
fight this global war on terror. 

We have major differences. We have 
had major differences, and we continue 
to have major differences in this body, 
in the body that is created by Article I, 
section 1 of the United States Constitu-
tion, as to how we should administer 
and execute this war on terror. 

The Bush administration has tried to 
implement their philosophy with the 
war in Iraq, and I must say, Mr. Speak-
er, that their actions have created 
more terrorists in the world, it has 
made the bull’s eye on the United 
States bigger, and it has completely al-
most eliminated the goodwill that was 
given to this country from around the 
globe after 9/11. 

Many Members of this Chamber can 
remember the editorials and foreign 
newspapers where some were saying 
that today we are all Americans after 
9/11. Today we are all Americans. That 
political capital that we had, that 
goodwill that we had, was squandered 
by a very divisive policy, a policy that 
was based on misinformation, was mis-
leading. 

As the days and the weeks and the 
months go by, we continue to see time 
and time and time again how this ad-
ministration misled the Congress and 
misled the American people. And if we 
had a huge intelligence failure on 9/11, 
it only makes sense to be very, very 
careful before believing the intel-
ligence that is then being presented to 
you for the war in Iraq. 

This issue is the defining issue. The 
President can continue to try, Mr. 
Speaker, to somehow change the topic, 
somehow try to change the debate to 
something that may be more favorable. 
But when you look at what is hap-
pening with our foreign policy and with 
our domestic policy, you will see that 

the American people are moving in a 
direction away from the President of 
the United States. They no longer, as 
Mort Zuckerman said, they no longer 
give the President the benefit of the 
doubt. And when the President loses 
the benefit of the doubt, the President 
loses the kind of authority and persua-
sive nature, basic nature of the office. 

So let’s talk about what is going on 
here. This war in Iraq has made us less 
safe. It has given us more terrorists in 
the world. It has increased the polar-
ization. And if you look just on the 
front page where we have the President 
being called a devil, which I don’t nec-
essarily agree with, being called a devil 
at the United Nations, now, we can all 
at least say that that kind of rhetoric, 
although it is not helpful, signals the 
kind of discontent that there is out 
there in the world for the United 
States of America. 

When you are fighting a global war 
on terror, Mr. Speaker, you need 
friends. You need people who are going 
to help you. You need assistance from 
all quarters, whether you are a Demo-
crat or whether you are a Republican, 
whether you are a Member of the 
United States Congress or you are a 
member of a parliament in Europe or 
South America. You need help. We 
can’t fight this global war on terror by 
ourselves, so we need to engage the 
international community. We need to 
engage the international community. 

I want to share with the American 
people some of what is going on. We are 
going to start with what is going on 
with the money. 

We can see here what the war in Iraq 
is currently costing the American tax-
payers, $8.4 billion per month. It is 
costing the American people, this war 
on terror, $1.9 billion per week, $275 
million per day, $11.5 million per hour. 
This is to fund what is going on in Iraq. 

And this has basically put us in the 
middle of a civil war. Only about 7 per-
cent of the fighters in Iraq are al Qaeda 
types. The rest are Sunni and Shia, and 
they are fighting with each other, with 
the American soldiers right in the mid-
dle of the mix. 

We found out 2 weeks ago that Sec-
retary Rumsfeld said that he would fire 
the next person who asked for a post- 
war plan. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, we can agree and 
disagree on a lot of things here, but 
when you have the Secretary of De-
fense say to some of his underlings 
that the next person that asks me 
about a post-war plan will be fired, 
that goes right to the heart of the lead-
ership of the Pentagon, the leadership 
of the Defense Department. 

How do you go into a war with no 
post-war plan? This was a mistake to 
begin with. And then at the end of the 
day you start hearing about all the ties 
between al Qaeda and Iraq that didn’t 
end up to be true. Then you find out 
the Secretary of Defense didn’t want 
anybody to submit any kind of post- 
war plan at all to him, or the next one 
that did would be fired. It goes to the 
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